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1. Introduction 

The Environmental Management Division of Saunders Havill Group was engaged by Canberra Estates Consortium 

No. 36 Pty Ltd to prepare an Annual Compliance Report for the Woodlink Project – Master Planned Residential 

Community granted under the Commonwealth Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 

Act) (ref EPBC 2013/6866), and is specifically required by condition 8 of the approval granted on 4 March 2014. The 

project is referred to in this report as Woodlinks Village which is the residential estate name. 

 

The project area covers approximately 78 hectares (ha) and is located approximately 12 kilometres by road east of 

Ipswich (refer to Figure 1). 

 

This report delivers an annual overview of the project’s progression towards achieving the primary objective: 

 
 

To create a self-sustaining system that provides habitat critical to the survival of the Koala while creating a 

locally significant corridor connecting habitat areas along Goodna Creek. 
 

 

The project’s progress and notable events during the reporting period are detailed in Section 3. The assessment of 

compliance with the approval conditions is presented in Section 4. This report is the second Annual Compliance 

Report for the approved action. Correspondence from the Department of the Environment and Energy (the 

Department) dated 28 February 2017 confirmed the first report (2016) was satisfactory and the subsequent 

Annual Compliance Report was due no later than 24 September 2017. 

 

 Approval details 

Commonwealth reference EPBC 2013/6866 

Approval holder Canberra Estates Consortium No. 36 Pty Ltd 

ACN 156 442 312 

Approval date 4 March 2014 

Expiry date of approval 31 January 2034 

Approved action To develop the Woodlink residential community in Collingwood 

Park, Queensland 

Controlling provision Approved - listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 

& 18A) 

Reporting period 25 June 2016 to 24 June 2017 

Address 246-326 Collingwood Drive, Collingwood Park 

Local government area  Ipswich City Council 
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Figure 1: Project area context 
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2. Declaration of accuracy 

In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 

misleading information or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or both. 

I declare that all the information and documentation supporting this Annual Compliance Report is true and 

correct in every particular. I am authorised to bind the approval holder to this declaration and that I have no 

knowledge of that authorisation being revoked at the time of making this declaration. 

 

 

Signed 

Full name   Murray Saunders 

Position   Managing Director 

Organisation  Saunders Havill Group 

   ABN 24 144 972 949 

Date   22 September 2017 
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3. Development actions 

Woodlinks Village is a residential community located in the suburb of Collingwood Park. The development of 

residential land parcels and open space areas is under establishment, with approximately 60 houses constructed 

since the commencement of the action in 2015. As residential development advances, the adjoining Goodna 

Creek open space area is rehabilitated with a focus on enhancing koala habitat. Other open space areas providing 

local park facilities and general amenities in the development area have also been established. 

 

Clearing work associated with the residential development was undertaken during 2015 with the assistance of 

Queensland Fauna Consultancy (QFC). As part of this work, a fauna spotter was in attendance at all times during 

clearing activities. QFC reported on the clearing activities and this was subsequently provided to the Department 

in the 2016 Annual Compliance Report. 

 

Since the 2016 Annual Compliance Report, development activities have included: 

• road and infrastructure construction 

• house construction 

• landscape and drainage works 

• offset improvement works 

 

Additional clearing has not occurred since the 2016 Annual Compliance Report, with all works occurring within 

the previously established cleared zone. The current status of the project has seven small stages of housing ready 

for development with approximately four stages either under construction or near completion. The following 

table best summarises the current status of the project in conjunction with Images 1 to 4. Figure 2 illustrates the 

impacts to habitat critical to the survival of the Koala as defined in the approval and listed in the table.  

 

 

  Development details 

Total dwellings (approved) 1,000 

Dwellings under construction 60 

Total defined critical habitat onsite 35.2 ha 

Approved total clearing of defined critical habitat only 25.9 ha 

Total current clearing of defined critical habitat only 15.4 ha 

Total current clearing of non- critical habitat 4.7 ha 

Total current clearing (critical and non-critical habitat) 20.1 ha 
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Image 1: Established local park facilities 

amongst existing vegetation 

Image 2: Established local park facilities 

amongst existing vegetation 

 

     
 

Image 3: Woodlinks Village entrance Image 4: Newly established housing and street 

landscaping  

 

     
 

Image 5: Revegetated detention basin  Image 6: Detention basin interface with 

Goodna Creek corridor 
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Figure 2: Project area impacts to defined critical habitat 
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4. Offset actions 

As per the detail preliminary documentation, the offset land is made up of two distinct areas: 

 

1. Open space dedications 

New land created and improved along the Goodna Creek conservation corridor. 

 

2. Harry Ratnam Park 

Improvement works for the establishment of new habitat within existing degraded Ipswich City Council 

parkland. 

 

As part of the EPBC approval process, it was determined that offset areas adjacent to Goodna Creek would be 

created, rehabilitated and improved as Koala habitat. The purpose of the offset was to bolster and enhance the 

existing local Koala corridor movement along Goodna Creek.  

 

The Offset Management Plan lodged under condition 4 of the approval, and approved by the Department on 

15 October 2014, details the progressive works to occur throughout the area. Condition 3 of the approval outlines 

the need for the approval holder to implement “mechanisms” to provide enduring protection. For new offset land 

on the west of Goodna Creek this involves the creation of parkland allotments and the dedication of the land to 

Ipswich City Council for conservation purposes.  

 

The process for completing this dedication and enduring protection includes the steps listed below. 

 

1. The western parkland dedication area has been designated as three separate future allotments aligning 

to development staging: 

i. Lot 7000 

ii. Lot 7001 

iii. Lot 7002 

 

2. A detailed operational works drawing set must be completed and lodged for Ipswich City Council 

approval. 

 

3. Once approved the works are tendered and commissioned.  

 

4. Improvement/rehabilitation works completed including weed removal, revegetation with Koala trees, 

rubbish removal and fixing of erosion issues. 

 

5. At the completion of works a thorough onsite inspection is completed by Ipswich City Council and once 

satisfactory the area is accepted as “on-maintenance”. 

 

6. After 18 months, if the completed works continue to satisfy Ipswich City Council during the regular 

inspections, the works are considered “off-maintenance”. 

 

7. Once the works are considered completed the created allotment can be registered with the Queensland 

Government titles office and dedicated to Ipswich City Council. 

 

 

There are two constraints which limit the timeframe for dedications of offset land: 

 

1. The offset allotment is created as the development allotments are reconfigured. This occurs post approval 

of the stage adjoining the Goodna Creek conservation corridor. 
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2. The improvement works must have occurred prior to Ipswich City Council accepting the dedicated land 

(Ipswich City Council will not accept the land title prior to the developer completing all weed 

management and revegetation works). 

 

The Harry Ratnam Park offset area, which makes up approximately 13.5 ha of the offset area, is already under 

Ipswich City Council ownership and is therefore secured and protected. A land access agreement in favour of the 

approval holder is in place and facilitates the undertaking of improvement works. 

 

Collectively, the 32.8 ha Koala offset area is made up of: 

• created allotment 7000 (5.58 ha) 

• created allotment 7001 (2.41 ha) 

• created allotment 7002 (8.5 ha) 

• Goodna Creek watercourse allotments (2.8 ha) 

• Harry Ratnam Park allotments (13.5 ha) 

 

4.1 Offset status 

At the two years post commencement date, the approved offset has achieved the following status: 

 

Lot 7000 

• operational works permits achieved 

• works tendered and complete 

• allotment created and awaiting registration from the Queensland Government title’s office 

 

Lot 7001 

• operational works permits achieved 

• works tendered and complete 

• allotment created and awaiting registration from the Queensland Government title’s office 

 

Lot 7002 

• operational works permits pending (dependent on the reconfiguration of neighbouring 

development allotments) 

• no works completed at this stage (i.e. during the reporting period) 

• no allotment created as development has not progressed to this portion of the site 

 

Harry Ratnam Park 

• operational works documentation completed 

• full land access agreement in place and executed between approval holder and Ipswich City Council 

• no works commenced (beyond ongoing use and harvest of the Koala harvest area) 

 

 

The following documents are provided as supporting documentation to the current offset area status: 

Appendix A: Lot 7000 operational works drawings 

Appendix B:  Lot 7001 operational works drawings 

Appendix C: Lots 7000 and 7001 operational works approval  

Appendix D: Lots 7000 and 7001 photos of rehabilitation works 

Appendix E:  Survey plan of created lot 7000 

Appendix F:  Harry Ratnam Park operational works drawings 

Appendix G: Land access agreement 
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In summary, 8.0 ha of the 32.8 ha offset area has been completely rehabilitated for improved Koala habitat. This 

completed area and the Harry Ratnam Park have a protection mechanism in place. The remaining 8.5 ha does not 

yet exist as an allotment due to the project not progressing to that phase and therefore there is no title in which to 

dedicate and apply a mechanism. 
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5. Field survey offset area 

As part of preparation for this Annual Compliance Report, two field ecologists from the Saunders Havill Group 

attended the site on 22 August 2017 and inspected the offset area. As part of this inspection, the following tasks 

were completed and/or reviewed: 

 

• application of Koala SAT rapid assessment methodology technique (scat meander) 

• Goodna Creek rehabilitation status 

• bio-basin adjacent to the current development site 

• accessibility to the Koala tree harvest facility 

• Harry Ratnam Park usage and status 

 

The field ecologists identified evidence of Koala usage throughout the corridor and the evidence indicated a 

higher usage in the southern aspect of the corridor compared to the north. Access to the Koala tree harvest facility 

was functional and via two access points from Eagle Street. Fencing between the residential and conservation 

areas was suitable to prevent Koala access to residential yards (Image 6). 

 

The rehabilitation work had varying levels of success with revegetation and weed removal successes west of the 

powerline easement generally superior to the area east of the powerline (Image 7). Revegetation of the detention 

basin was also in good condition. While on-site, local residents were observed using the powerline easement and 

there is some evidence of vandalism and fence damage in the rehabilitation areas. The approval holder has 

repaired and reinstated these areas on several occasions. 

 

 

 

     
 

Image 6: Koala exclusion fencing interface 

between residential development and the 

Goodna Creek open space area 

Image 7: Rehabilitation along the powerline 

easement 

 

 

 Severe weather 

During 28-30 March 2017, the region experienced thunderstorms and torrential rainfall as a consequence of 

former tropical cyclone Debbie moving south across Queensland. This destructive weather is detailed in the 

Monthly Climate Summary for Brisbane published by the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) on 3 April 2017, and an 

extract is provided below. 
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Heavy rainfall and flooding from ex-tropical cyclone Debbie 

• Rainfall was well above the March average at all metropolitan sites; record high at Amberley, Logan City Water 

Treatment Plant and Brisbane Aero 

• Brisbane recorded between 300 mm and 400 for the month. The gauge at Brisbane City suffered equipment 

outages on the 30th; the true total is not known but is considerably higher than the reported 189.6 mm 

• Ex-tropical cyclone Debbie tracked across the Brisbane area at the end of the month 

• Heavy rainfall was recorded early on the 30th and overnight to the 31st across the metropolitan area, with 

flash-flooding in numerous suburbs during the 30th 

• Amberley had its highest daily March rainfall on record on the 31st, with 143.6 mm, exceeding the site's March 

average in one day 

• Major riverine flooding occurred in the Logan and Albert; Warrill Creek, Bremer River and Lockyer Creek 

 

Extract from the Bureau of Meteorology’s Monthly Climate Summary for Brisbane (3 April 2017). 

 

 

For context, Amberley is located approximately 15 km west of the project, and Archerfield Airport 15 km east 

(Figure 3). Both of these sites received over 200 millimetres (mm) of rainfall during 30-31 March 2017 which is over 

300% more than the average monthly rainfall (BOM 2017). 

 

Inspections undertaken after this severe weather identified the localised flooding and erosion impacts in the 

Goodna Creek open space area as shown in Images 8 and 9 below. Remediation works were undertaken by the 

landscape contractor. 

 

 

 

     
 

Image 8: Localised flooding after heavy 

rainfall and flooding from ex-tropical 

cyclone Debbie in the Goodna Creek open 

space area 

Image 9: Powerline easement through the 

Goodna Creek open space area and erosion 

caused by heavy rainfall and flooding from ex-

tropical cyclone Debbie 
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Figure 3: Goodna Creek open space area 
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6. EPBC approval conditions compliance table 
The EPBC approval conditions for the project are replicated in Table 1 with a designation of compliance or non-compliance if the condition was applicable during the 

reporting period, and evidence and comments as required. A copy of the EPBC approval and conditions is provided in Appendix H. 

 

Table 1: EPBC approval conditions compliance table 
 

Condition 

number/ 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with 

this condition? 

Evidence/comments 

1 The approval holder must not remove or fragment more than 25.9 

hectares of habitat critical to the survival of the Koala. Impacts to habitat 

critical to the survival of the Koala must be limited to the project area 

shown in Attachment 1. 

Compliant A total of approximately 15.4 ha of habitat critical to the 

survival of the koala has been cleared in the project area 

(refer to Figure 2 for the location). 

No clearing has occurred since the 2016 Annual 

Compliance Report. 

Note: at the time of assessment and approval, critical 

habitat was defined in accordance with the interim advice 

note. Under this advice, only portions of the site achieved 

the criteria. Current vegetation cleared on site equals 

20.1 ha of which 15.4 ha is considered critical habitat in 

accordance with the approval.  

2 The approval holder must prepare a Koala Management Plan to address 

management measures to avoid and mitigate impacts to Koalas. 

a) The Koala Management Plan must be submitted to the Minister for 

approval no less than three months prior to its intended 

implementation. Once approved the Koala Management Plan must 

Compliant On 15 October 2014 the Department approved the KMP 

and provided confirmation that the KMP met the 

requirements of condition 2. 

Implementation of the KMP is detailed in section 7 of this 

report and Table 2.  



 
 

 

 

 saunders havill group page 17 EPBC 2013/6866 

22 September 2017  Woodlinks Village 

environmental management 

Annual Compliance Report 

Condition 

number/ 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with 

this condition? 

Evidence/comments 

be implemented. 

b) The Koala Management Plan must be implemented prior to 

commencement of the action, or as otherwise directed in writing by 

the Minister. 

c) The Koala Management Plan must include, but not be limited to: 

i. details of pre-clearance survey methods for Koalas within the 

project area to be undertaken prior to the commencement of 

the action, 

ii. details of measures to mitigate impacts to Koalas within the 

project area, including, but not limited to: 

1. provision for a qualified fauna spotter-catcher to 

undertake surveys and handling of Koalas prior to and 

during commencement of the action; 

2. construction and permanent fauna exclusion fencing; 

3. implementation of appropriate vehicle speed limits; 

4. utilisation of plant species in the project area that will 

not attract Koalas to the project area; 

5. implementation of traffic calming awareness signage; 

and 

6. provision of off-leash dog facilities, on-leash areas and 

dog prohibited areas. 

iii. details of methods for Koala relocation activities, to be 

undertaken prior to and during the commencement of the 

action including the identification and description of suitable 

recipient Koala habitat. 

iv. process for reporting results from pre-clearance surveys and 



 
 

 

 

 saunders havill group page 18 EPBC 2013/6866 

22 September 2017  Woodlinks Village 

environmental management 

Annual Compliance Report 

Condition 

number/ 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with 

this condition? 

Evidence/comments 

relocation activities, including, but not be limited to: 

1. identification of a website in which information would 

be made available to the public, 

2. timing and frequency for providing reporting 

information to the Department, 

3. provision of the following details, at a minimum, to be 

recorded if any Koalas are captured during relocation 

activities: 

• sex 

• age class 

• time and date of capture 

• method of capture 

• location of capture (Global Positioning System 

(GPS)) 

• state of health 

• any veterinary intervention required 

• time held in captivity 

• location of release (GPS) and date 

4. provision of the following details at a minimum to be 

recoded for incidents if any Koalas are injured or killed: 

• time, location (GPS) and nature of extent 

• details of Koalas (including sex and age class) 

• measures taken to address incident 

3 To offset the residual impacts to Koala, the approval holder must Compliant As described in Section 4 Offset Actions, dedication and 
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Condition 

number/ 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with 

this condition? 

Evidence/comments 

implement mechanisms to provide enduring protection, over a minimum 

of 27 hectares, to the offset site, referred to as ‘Goodna Creek Offset and 

Rehabilitation Area’ as shown in Attachment 1. 

The protection mechanisms implemented by the approval holder, 

including but not limited to, land access agreements, dedication of land 

title and zoning under the Ipswich Planning Scheme must be consistent 

with the conditions of this approval and the principles of the EPBC Act 

Offsets Policy. 

Within three years of the date of the approval, the approval holder must 

provide written evidence to the Department demonstrating that the 

protection mechanisms have been implemented. 

enduring protection of the offset area is a sequential 

process and 8 ha of rehabilitated land is awaiting 

registration from the Queensland Government title’s 

office. Harry Ratnam Park is protected and has a full land 

access agreement in place and executed between 

approval holder and Ipswich City Council.  

In total, 24.3 ha is currently protected (including Goodna 

Creek) with only an 8.5 ha remaining which does not yet 

exist as an allotment due to the project not progressing to 

that phase and therefore there is no title in which to 

dedicate and apply a mechanism. 

At the two year mark post-commencement of the action, 

the development phases of the project, in line with 

weakening market conditions, have not progressed as 

quickly as forecast. A result of this may mean that the final 

tranche of offset land may not be created by the third year 

post approval. This will be monitored over the 2017-2018 

reporting period and consulted with the Department. It is 

noted that project commencement occurred twelve 

months after the issuing of the approval.  

4 The approval holder must prepare an Offset Management Plan to address 

significant residual impacts to Koalas as a result of the action: 

a. impacts to Koalas that must be offset include: 

i. the loss of 25.9 hectares of habitat critical to the survival of the 

Compliant The Woodlinks Village Offset Management Plan (OMP) was 

approved by the Department on 15 October 2014 and the 

approval confirmed the OMP met the requirements of 

condition 4. 
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Condition 

number/ 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with 

this condition? 

Evidence/comments 

Koala, and 

ii. injury and mortality of Koalas. 

b. the Offset Management Plan must include, but not be limited to: 

i. a detailed description of all affected values and the extent and 

likely timing of the impact/s on each, 

ii. the offset delivery mechanism(s) comprising land offsets and 

management, and maintenance of Koala population offset 

within the ‘Goodna Creek Corridor’ as shown in Attachment 1, 

iii. detailed descriptions of how enhanced conservation outcomes 

for the affected Koalas will be achieved in accordance with the 

EPBC Act Offsets Policy, 

iv. contribution of funding to the management and maintenance 

of the Offset Management Plan, 

v. timeframes and key milestones for implementation of offsets 

including, but not limited to, beginning to implement the 

offset plan prior to commencement of the action, 

vi. discussion of the risks and uncertainties associated with 

proposed offsets, 

vii. mechanisms for monitoring and reporting 

viii. corrective actions and contingency measures to be 

implemented (including the timing of implementation of 

these) where monitoring of the offset area/s under the offset 

plan shows that offset strategies are not effectivity achieving a 

net benefit or key milestones are not being or unlikely to be 

met, and 

ix. include textual descriptions and maps clearly defining the 

Implementation of the OMP is described in section 8 of 

this report and Table 3.  
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Condition 

number/ 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with 

this condition? 

Evidence/comments 

locations and boundaries of offset areas. These must be 

accompanied by a shapefile. 

c. The Offset Management Plan must be developed in consultation 

with the Department and other relevant stakeholders, including but 

not limited to, the Ipswich City Council and Ipswich Koala Protection 

Society. 

d. The approval holder must give consideration to how offsets will 

contribute to programs or incentives that align with the broader 

strategies and programs for the conservation and protection of 

Koalas. 

e. The Offset Management Plan must be submitted to the Minister for 

approval no less than three months prior to its intended 

implementation. Once approved the Offset Management Plan must 

be implemented. 

f. The Offset Management Plan must be implemented prior to the 

commencement of the action, or as otherwise directed in writing by 

the Minister. 

5 The most recent approved version of the Koala Management Plan and 

Offset Management Plan must remain accessible to the public on the 

website of the approval holder for the duration of the action. 

Compliant The approved versions of the KMP and OMP are accessible 

to the public via the Woodlinks Village website.  

6 Within ten days after the commencement of the action, the approval 

holder must advise the Department in writing of the actual date of 

commencement. 

Compliant The date of the commencement of the action was 

24 June 2015 and the Department was notified on 

25 June 2015. 
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Condition 

number/ 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with 

this condition? 

Evidence/comments 

7 The approval holder must maintain accurate records substantiating all 

activities associated with or relevant to the conditions of approval, 

including measures taken to implement the plans required by this 

approval, and make them available upon request to the Department or an 

independent auditor in accordance with section 458 of the EPBC Act, or 

used to verify compliance with the conditions of approval. Summaries of 

audits will be posted on the Department’s website. The results of audits 

may also be publicised through the general media. 

Compliant The Saunders Havill Group records and holds all relevant 

information for this EPBC approval on behalf of the 

approval holder. Electronic records of all material are held 

collectively by the Saunders Havill Group and approval 

holder and will be made available upon request in 

accordance with section 458 of the EPBC Act, or if required 

to verify compliance with the conditions of approval. 

8 Any potential or suspected non-compliance with these conditions of 

approval must be reported to the department in writing within 48 hours 

of the approval holder becoming aware of the potential or suspected 

non-compliance. Within three months of every 12 month anniversary of 

the commencement of the action, the approval holder must publish a 

report on their website addressing compliance with each of the 

conditions of this approval, including implementation of any plans as 

specified in the conditions. Documentary evidence providing proof of the 

date of publication must be provided to the Department at the same time 

as the compliance report is published. 

Compliant The approval holder and Saunders Havill Group are not 

aware of a potential or suspected non-compliance with 

the conditions during the reporting period. 

The anniversary of the commencement of the action is 

24 June. The annual deadline for publishing the report 

addressing compliance with each of the conditions of the 

approval (i.e. this Annual Compliance Report) is 

24 September. Documentary evidence providing proof of 

the date of publication will be provided to the 

Department when the report is published. 

A letter from the Department, dated 7 March 2017, 

confirmed the previous Annual Compliance Report 

satisfied the requirements of the approval. 

9 Upon the direction of the Minister, the approval holder must ensure that 

an independent audit of compliance with conditions of approval is 

Not applicable The Minister has not directed the approval holder to 

conduct an independent audit of compliance with the 
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Condition 

number/ 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with 

this condition? 

Evidence/comments 

conducted and a report submitted to the Minister. The independent 

auditor must be approved by the Minister prior to the commencement of 

the audit. Audit criteria must be agreed to by the Minister and the audit 

report must address the criteria to the satisfaction of the Minister. 

conditions of the approval. 

10 If the approval holder wishes to carry out any activity otherwise than in 

accordance with a plan as specified in the conditions, the approval holder 

must submit to the Department for the Minister’s written approval a 

revised version of that plan. The varied activity shall not commence until 

the Minister has approved the revised plan, that plan must be 

implemented in place of the plan originally approved. 

Not applicable The approval holder has not wished to carry out any 

activity that is not in accordance with the approved KMP 

and OMP.  

11 If the Minister believes that it is necessary or convenient for the better 

protection of Koala to do so, the Minister may request that the approval 

holder make specified revisions to a plan specified in the conditions and 

submit the revised plan for the Minister’s written approval. The approval 

holder must comply with any such request. The revised approved plan 

must be implemented. Unless the Minister has approved the revised plan, 

then the approval holder must continue to implement the plan originally 

approved, as specified in the conditions. 

Not applicable The Minister has not provided a direction to revise a plan 

specified in the conditions. 

12 If, at any time after five years from the date of this approval, the approval 

holder has not commenced the action, then the approval holder must not 

connective without written agreement of the Minister. 

Not applicable The action commenced on 24 June 2015. 
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7. Koala Management Plan 
A review of the KMP commitments and implementation is provided in Table 2.  

 

Table 2: Koala Management Plan implementation 
 

No. Commitment Evidence/comments/status 

KMP-1 Awareness 

To achieve the objectives of the KMP, it is important that site personnel 

(e.g. contractors and sub-contractors) are aware of the plan and the 

requirements pertaining to the protection of the Koala. As part of working 

on-site, the civil contractor is responsible for ensuring civil works 

personnel are aware of the KMP and impacts to the Koala are reported to 

the approval holder. 

During the reporting period clearing activities were not undertaken 

however site personnel (e.g. contractors and sub-contractors) were made 

aware of the KMP requirements and could readily access a copy via the 

Woodlinks Village website at all times. While on-site, the temporary site 

office displayed a copy of the KMP. Induction material, daily meetings and 

reporting captured information pertaining to fauna management while 

the civil contractor’s undertook work at Woodlinks Village. 

KMP-2 Construction management - fauna 

Engage a registered fauna spotter/catcher to protect wildlife from the 

impacts of clearing. This includes the preparation of management plans 

(e.g. Wildlife Protection and Management Plan (WPMP) and Wildlife and 

Habitat Impact Mitigation Plan (WHIMP)), attendance at key project 

milestones such as the pre-start meeting, pre-clearance reporting and 

post-works reporting. The fauna spotter/catcher management plans 

incorporate methods for relocating fauna during clearing activities.  

During the reporting period clearing activities were not undertaken and a 

fauna spotter/catcher was not required. 

For previous clearing activities (including pre-clearance and post-

clearance), Queensland Fauna Consultancy (QFC) was engaged to provide 

fauna spotter/catcher services at Woodlinks Village. QFC reports include 

data on Koalas encountered during clearing and are published on the 

Woodlinks Village website. Reporting to the Department on clearing 

activities is undertaken in accordance with the approval conditions.  

KMP-3 Construction management - vegetation clearing 

Clearing, rehabilitation and revegetation will occur in stages over the life 

of the project and pre-starts will be held with stakeholders. 

Stage 1 of vegetation clearing was completed in a previous reporting 

period and future clearing will proceed in stages aligned with the planned 

development of residential land. Reporting associated with Stage 1 1 of 
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Vegetation clearing activities are supervised by suitably qualified person/s 

that adhere to current industry practices that protect the welfare of 

animals. These activities require demarcating the vegetation clearing limit 

prior to commencing clearing work. Subsequent reporting is made 

available to stakeholders and the public. 

clearing is available on the Woodlinks Village website. 

QFC supervised all vegetation clearing activities which included 

inspecting the demarcated boundary of the works area and ensuring clear 

paths for fauna to reach safe havens were provided. QFC’s Standard 

Operating Procedure detailed in the pre-clearance report for Stage 1 

details the processes employed to safely and effectively minimise the 

potential harm caused to fauna during vegetation clearance. 

KMP-4 Construction management - vegetation clearing 

All site trees will be mulched for re-use in on-site erosion and sediment 

control and revegetation. 

During the reporting period clearing activities were not undertaken 

however suitable trees are re-used on-site to meet erosion and sediment 

control and revegetation requirements wherever possible. 

KMP-5 Construction management - vegetation clearing - fencing 

Prior to vegetation clearing, install a temporary fauna exclusion fence 

around the area of clearing works and maintain the fence until the 

completion of major civil works. 

Stage 1 of vegetation clearing and major civil works were completed in a 

previous reporting period and QFC’s reports detail the particulars of 

fencing installed. 

KMP-6 Operational management – general 

Manage and protect the Goodna Creek open space area including: 

• undertake weed management and revegetation activities 

• install landscape furniture and ecological feature signage 

• establish a cat and dog restriction zone 

• disallowing pet friendly areas (e.g. open grassed areas) 

• providing a dog off-leash area outside the corridor 

• inform new residents of the corridor values and importance. 

Weed management and landscape (i.e. revegetation) works have been 

undertaken in the Goodna Creek open space area adjacent to the 

residential development area. These works were approved by Ipswich City 

Council and are currently under active management. The landscape works 

undertaken thus far have been successful with some areas requiring 

additional management as a result of the heavy rainfall and localised 

flooding in March 2017. The next phase of works will include the 

advancement of revegetation activities at Harry Ratnam Park. 

Future weed management and landscape activities in the corridor will be 
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undertaken as residential development progresses north and south. 

Corridor signage has been installed to inform the local residents of the 

restrictions relating to dogs, however the powerline easement is used as a 

thoroughfare historically by non-residents walking dogs who do not 

access the area via the development. This issue is the result of prior 

trespassing on the land pre-development. As the development expands 

and the vacant land is transitioned to housing, the trespassing will 

diminish.  

Communication between the approval holder and residents is facilitated 

using the Woodlinks Village website, the on-site sales village and 

letterbox pamphlets. These provide current information on the 

commitments to protecting and improving the Goodna Creek open space 

area and how residents can contribute to protecting the Koala. 

KMP-7 Operational management – fencing and planting 

Neighbourhood design will include road frontage between residential 

allotments and the Goodna Creek open space area. Additionally, 

landscape design will avoid planting known Koala food or shelter trees in 

areas outside of the Goodna Creek open space area to discourage Koalas 

from entering residential areas. Residents will be informed of the 

preference for planting non-Koala food and habitat trees on private land. 

The residential layout constructed has provided road frontage to the 

open space area as an interface between the residential and open space 

land uses.  

Approved landscape works do not include Koala trees in the species mix. 

Community awareness of the Goodna Creek corridor and function is an 

ongoing campaign and the fencing requirements required are strongly 

emphasised. 

Residential buyers are informed of the Koala management measures as 

part of the land purchasing process. Additional information and 

guidelines are provided on the Woodlinks Village website and letterbox 

pamphlets (refer to the lifestyle guidelines for Woodlinks Village in 

Appendix I). 
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At this stage no housing has been constructed adjoining the Goodna 

Creek offset area and therefore no exclusion fencing has been 

established. The sales contracts for the esplanade allotments include 

statutory fencing controls for new housing.  

KMP-8 Operational management - traffic 

Install traffic calming measures and signage to alert drivers to the 

potential presence of fauna. Install fauna exclusion fencing in areas of 

high traffic volume.  

Construction of roads within phase 1 was ongoing during the reporting 

period. Speed limits within the estate are a maximum of 50 km/h and the 

existing traffic volume has not necessitated the installation of fauna 

exclusion fencing along roads.  

No roads have been established along the Goodna Creek esplanade at 

this stage and thus traffic calming and awareness measures have not 

been implemented.  
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8. Offset Management Plan 
A review of the OMP commitments and implementation is provided in Table 3.  

 

Table 3: Offset Management Plan implementation 
 

No. Commitment Evidence/comments/status 

OMP-1 Implement a vegetation clearing and management plan. Vegetation clearing and management was coordinated between QFC, 

Ipswich City Council and the approval holder with guidance and reference 

to the approved OMP and KMP.  

OMP-2 Engage a registered fauna spotter/catcher to protect wildlife from the 

impacts of clearing. Adhere to industry standards whereby construction 

activities work alongside, and under instruction from, fauna 

spotter/catcher personnel in order to avoid impacting wildlife. 

During the reporting period clearing activities were not undertaken and a 

fauna spotter/catcher was not required. 

For previous clearing activities (including pre-clearance and post-

clearance), QFC was engaged to provide fauna spotter/catcher services at 

Woodlinks Village. The most recent post-clearing report (October 2015) is 

available on the Woodlinks Village website. 

Consultant QFC provides fauna spotter catcher services in line with 

current industry standards and in accordance with permit requirements 

administered by the Queensland Government. 

OMP-3 Rehabilitate (i.e. weed removal and revegetation) the Goodna Creek 

corridor offset area. 

As described in Section 4 Offset Actions, 8 ha of rehabilitated land is 

awaiting registration from the Queensland Government title’s office. 

Harry Ratnam Park is protected and has a full land access agreement in 

place and executed between approval holder and Ipswich City Council.  

In total, 24.3 ha is currently protected (including Goodna Creek) with only 

an 8.5 ha remaining which does not yet exist as an allotment due to the 
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project not progressing to that phase and therefore there is no title in 

which to dedicate and apply a mechanism. 

OMP-4 Improve access to the koala tree foliage harvest facility in Harry Ratnam 

Park. 

The access upgrade infrastructure is proposed as part of the habitat 

improvement works to Harry Ratnam Park. These works have been 

documented, submitted to Council and approved. The approval holder 

has also executed a land access agreement with Ipswich City Council. At 

this stage the works are the farthest from the development front and thus 

have not commenced. They have been tendered and are proposed to 

commence in the 2017-2018 reporting period.   

OMP-5 Commence offset area rehabilitation during stage 1 of the development 

with an on-maintenance period of 18 months. Each stage of rehabilitation 

is scheduled for completion within three years of stage commencement. 

After the completion of works, the proponent will maintain the offset area 

until is it ready for hand over and dedicated to Ipswich City Council. 

Allotments 7000 and 7001 for rehabilitation met scheduling targets and 

are forecast to be handed over to Ipswich City Council. In total, 24.3 ha is 

currently protected (including Goodna Creek) with only an 8.5 ha (lot 

7002) remaining which does not yet exist as an allotment due to the 

project not progressing to that phase and therefore there is no title in 

which to dedicate and apply a mechanism. 

OMP-6 Publish the current OMP online. The OMP was made available via the Woodlinks Village website. 

OMP-7 Monitor landscape works until the relevant area is handed over to Ipswich 

City Council. Monitoring will include the identification of corrective 

actions required to progress the works towards the objective of handing 

over to Ipswich City Council.  

The approval holder engaged a landscaping contractor to undertake 

rehabilitation and regeneration works in phases 1 and 2 comprising 8 ha. 

These works were under active management by the contractor with 

periodic inspections by a registered landscape architect and Ipswich City 

Council identifying the corrective actions. Corrective actions are issued to 

the contractor for remedying. 

Additionally, field ecologists from Saunders Havill Group completed 

inspections on 22 August 2017 to confirm rehabilitation and other 
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improvement works.  

OMP-8 All upfront costs associated with the weed management and revegetation 

of Goodna Creek will be the responsibility of the proponent. 

Costs associated with the weed management and revegetation of the 

Goodna Creek open space area were, and will continue to be, met by the 

approval holder.  

OMP-9 The offset area will be transferred to Ipswich City Council as part of their 

larger conservation land holdings. 

As described in Section 4 Offset Actions, the offset area is made up of 

three newly created allotments, the Goodna Creek waterway and the 

existing Harry Ratnam Park (13.5 ha) managed by Ipswich City Council. At 

this stage lots 7000 and 7001 have been created and are awaiting 

registration with the Queensland Government title’s office after which the 

registered title will be dedicated to Ipswich City Council. Lot 7002 is not 

yet created as the development has not advanced into this area.  

OMP-10 Ongoing monitoring and reporting of works to assess the success of weed 

removal and control, natural regeneration and new threats that may arise. 

Progress the landscape works through the on-maintenance and off-

maintenance periods in order to transfer ownership to Ipswich City 

Council.  

The protected Goodna Creek open space area where revegetation works 

are on-maintenance was regularly inspected by a registered landscape 

architect and Ipswich City Council to review the success of works 

completed. As part of this process, the both parties provided advice and 

directions to the contractor on additional works required to achieve the 

off-maintenance objective. 

The success of landscape works was hindered by the heavy rainfall and 

localised flooding in March 2017. This triggered remedial works to address 

the damage. 

OMP-11 Inform the public on the progress of weed removal and control and 

landscape works in the Goonda Creek open space area in a timely 

manner.  

This Annual Compliance Report delivers an assessment of the progress of 

phases 1 and 2 of landscape works (weed control and rehabilitation) for 

the project and will be made available on the Woodlinks Village website.  
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Appendix A 
Lot 7000 operational works drawings 
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Appendix B 
Lot 7001 operational works drawings 
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Appendix C 
Lots 7000 and 7001 operational works approval 
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Appendix D 
Lots 7000 and 7001 photos of rehabilitation works 
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Appendix E 
Survey plan of created lot 7000 
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Appendix F 
Harry Ratnam Park operational works drawings 
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Appendix G 
Land access agreement 
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Appendix H 
EPBC approval and conditions granted 4 March 2014 
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Appendix I 
Lifestyle guidelines for Woodlinks Village 

 



Protecting and 
supporting

the local koala 
population at
Woodlinks
Village 



Did you know...

Legislation

koalas have a relatively well-defined home range 
and regularly visit the same trees?

As a new resident to Woodlinks Village you also form part of the future 
custodians of the Goodna Creek Environmental Corridor.  You may not 
have seen them yet, however from time to time you will hear or glimpse 
the local koala population living side by side with residents of Woodlinks.  
The vegetated land on Goodna Creek has been purposely set aside, 
protected and rehabilitated to ensure the existing local koala usage of 
the site continues as the village is constructed and ultimately completed.  
To ensure Goodna Creek continues to function for koala movement all 
residents need to play a role in making sure this vulnerable species is able 
to coexist as the estate evolves into a full community.

Despite the retention of the corridor and trees along Goodna Creek, as a 
resident there are a simple ways you can help reduce the dangers koalas 
face when traversing urban environments.

The koala is listed as a Vulnerable Fauna 
Species under the Commonwealth 
Government’s Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
and the Queensland Government’s Nature 
Conservation Act 1992.  Along with specific 
controls put in place by Ipswich City 
Council all of these levels of government 
have had a role in the assessment and 
approval of the Woodlinks Village estate.  
The Goodna Creek Corridor is one of the 
first environmental offsets approved by 
the Commonwealth Government since the 
listing of the Koala in 2012.



Koala Trees in Landscaping

Road Etiquette & Koala Safety

Did you know an adult koala can eat up to  
1 kilo of gum leaves each night?

Did you know koalas are mostly asleep 
during the day and are actively moving 
around and feeding at night?

Any tree can provide shelter or refuge for a koala when avoiding predators  
or adverse weather, however a number of the large Eucalypt and Corymbia 
species along Goodna Creek are preferred for food and habitat.  These trees  
have been protected and are currently being bolstered for this purpose.  
Importantly none of the street trees or fresh landscaping away from the Goodna 
Creek includes new koala food tree plantings.  These have been deliberately 
excluded from the estate to avoid attracting koalas outside of the corridor to 
where housing occurs and the risk of dog attack vehicle strike is amplified.

You can support this outcome by ensuring you don’t plant large gum trees 
around your own house and gardens (these species are not that suitable for 
these areas regardless of the koala).

A common cause of koala deaths in 
urbanised parts of Queensland is being run 
over by a motor vehicle.  When complete 
you will see signage and traffic calming 
devices along the Goodna Creek Esplanade 
Road as a constant reminder for drivers to be 
aware of the potential for a koala to wander 
through this area.  Residents are encouraged 
to adhere to the reduced speed limits 
applied to this road, particularly at night.



Responsible Pet Ownership
Dog attacks on koalas result in death or very serious injuries.  All dogs 
have the ability to cause stress to koalas with medium and large dogs 
more responsible for physical attacks.  The Goodna Creek Corridor Parkland 
should only be utilised by dogs on a lead in constant control of the pet 
owner.  Once the esplanade road is completed signage explaining these 
requirements will be installed at all entry and exit points to the parkland.

A dog off-leash facility is planned for the next local park to be constructed 
in the Woodlinks Village.  Please utilise this area when letting your pet roam 
freely.

Dogs can behave differently when their owner is not present, particularly 
if a strange person or animal enters their territory.  You can minimise the 
potential for your dog to attack a koala by ensuring it ’s contained to your 
property when not on a lead, particularly at night.

If You Find a Sick, Injured or Orphaned Koala

Don’t try to handle a sick or injured koala, as you may put yourself or the 
animal in a situation where there is a risk of further injury.  Koalas can 
also become easily stressed.  Leave the koala undisturbed and ensure it is 
safe from further threats then contact either of the following groups for 
assistance:

 The Ipswich Koala Protection Society – 
 Koala Rescue
 Phone: (07) 5464 6274 or 
 (07) 3832 5035

 Daisy Hill Koala Centre
 Daisy Hill Road, Daisy Hill Qld 4127
 Phone: (07) 3299 1032

Prepared by:


